
FEDERAL RULES OF EVIDENCE

Rule 101.     Scope

(a) Scope.  These rules apply to proceedings in United States courts.  The specific courts and

proceedings to which the rules apply, along with exceptions, are set out in Rule 1101.

Rule 102.    Purpose

These rules should be construed so as to administer every proceeding fairly, eliminate

unjustifiable expense and delay, and promote the development of evidence law, to the end of

ascertaining the truth and securing a just determination.

Rule 103.   Rulings on Evidence

(a)  Preserving a Claim of Error.  A party may claim error in a ruling to admit or exclude

evidence only if the error affects a substantial right of the party and:

(1) if the ruling admits evidence, a party, on the record:

(A) timely objects or moves to strike; and

(B) states the specific ground, unless it was apparent from the context; or

(2) if the ruling excludes evidence, a party informs the court of its substance by an offer of

proof, unless the substance was apparent from the context.

(b) Not Needing to Renew an Objection or Offer of Proof.  Once the court rules definitively

on the record -- either before or at trial -- a party need not renew an objection or offer of proof to

preserve a claim of error for appeal....

Rule 104.    Preliminary Questions

(a) In General.  The court must decide any preliminary question about whether a witness is

qualified, a privilege exists, or evidence is admissible.  In so deciding, the court is not bound by

evidence rules, except those on privilege

....

(c)  Conducting a Hearing So That the Jury Cannot Hear It.  The court must conduct any

hearing on a preliminary question so that the jury cannot hear it if:

(1) the hearing involves the admissibility of a confession;

(2) a defendant in a criminal case is a witness and so requests; or

(3) justice so requires.

Rule 105.  Limiting Evidence That Is Not Admissible Against Other Parties or for Other

Purposes

     If the court admits evidence that is admissible against [one] party or for a [specific] purpose --

but not against another party or for another purpose -- the court, on timely request, must restrict

the evidence to its proper scope and instruct the jury accordingly.



Rule 106.    Remainder of or Related Writings or Recorded Statements

If a party introduces all or part of a writing or recorded statement, an adverse party may require the

introduction, at that time, of any other part -- or any other writing or recorded statement -- that in fairness

ought to be considered at the same time.

Rule 611.  Mode and Order of Examining Witnesses and Presenting Evidence

(a) Control by the Court; Purposes.  The court should exercise reasonable control over the

mode and order of examining witnesses and presenting evidence so as to:

(1) make those procedures effective for determining the truth;

(2) avoid wasting time; and

(3) protect witnesses from harassment or undue embarrassment.

Rule 1101.    Applicability of the Rules

(a) To Courts and Judges.  These rules apply to proceedings before:

! United States district courts;

! United States bankruptcy and magistrate judges;

(b) To Cases and Proceedings.  These rules apply in:

! civil cases and proceedings, including bankruptcy, admiralty, and maritime cases;

! criminal cases and proceedings; and

! contempt proceedings, except those in which the court may act summarily.

(c) Rules on Privilege.  The rules on privilege apply to all stages of a case or proceeding.

(d) Exceptions.  These rules -- except for those on privilege -- do not apply to the following:

(1) the court’s determination, under Rule 104(a), on a preliminary question of fact

governing admissibility;

(2) grand-jury proceedings; and

(3) miscellaneous proceedings such as:

! extradition or rendition;

! issuing an arrest warrant, criminal summons, or search warrant;

! a preliminary examination in a criminal case;

! sentencing;

! granting or revoking probation or supervised release; and

! considering whether to release on bail or otherwise.

(e) Other Statutes and Rules.  A federal statute or a rule prescribed by the Supreme Court

may provide for admitting or excluding evidence independently from these rules.

Indiana Small Claims Rule 8.    Informality of Hearing

(a)   Procedure. The trial shall be informal, with the sole objective of dispensing speedy

justice between the parties according to the rules of substantive law, and shall not be bound by

the statutory provisions or rules of practice, procedure, pleadings or evidence except provisions

relating to privileged communications and offers of compromise.


